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A Group of Rhodian Stamped Amphorae and Amphora Stamps from

Silifke Museum

Silifke Miizesi’nden Bir Grup Miihiirlii Amphora ve Amphora Miihiirleri

Celil S. HARMANDAR" G6kmen ELMALI™

Abstract: This study focuses on a group of stamped Rhodian amphorae housed in the Silifke Museum
(Mersin, Tiirkiye) from archaeological and epigraphic perspectives. During the Hellenistic Period, Rhodes
emerged as a dominant commercial power in the Mediterranean, distinguished by a highly standardized
and systematically organized stamping practice that remained in use from the late 4t century BCE until
the mid 1 century BCE. The research concentrates on the identification and chronological assessment
of the eponyms and fabricants recorded on the stamps. By cross-referencing the information gathered
from the stamps with established corpora and digital databases, the study establishes a refined chrono-
logical framework for the assemblage. The results indicate that a substantial proportion of the amphorae
and handles are dated to the 2" century BCE, corresponding to the peak phase of Rhodian commercial
activity. The principal contribution of this paper lies in proposing a new association between an eponym
and a fabricant, not recorded in the existing scholarly literature. This new pairing offers valuable insights
into the organization of Rhodian workshops and the administrative mechanisms governing amphora
production. Furthermore, by presenting a local museum collection to the international scholarly com-
munity, this study contributes to the refinement of the chronological and prosopographical frameworks
essential for a more nuanced understanding of the Hellenistic economy.

Keywords: Stamped Rhodian Amphorae, Silifke Museum, Hellenistic Period, Rhodian-Cilician Trade

Oz: Bu caligma, Silitke Miizesi'nde (Mersin, Tiirkiye) bulunan bir grup miihiirlii Rhodos amphorasina
arkeolojik ve epigrafik acilardan odaklanmaktadir. Hellenistik D6nem boyunca Rhodos, MO 4. yiizyilin
sonlarindan MO 1. yiizyilin ortalarina kadar kullanimda kalan, oldukga standart ve sistematik bir miihiir-
leme uygulamasiyla 6ne ¢ikarak Akdeniz’'de egemen bir ticari gii¢ haline gelmistir. Arastirma, miihiirler
lizerinde yer alan yénetici/eponym ve iireticilerin tanimlanmasina ve kronolojik olarak degerlendiril-
mesine yogunlagsmaktadir. Miizede tespit edilen buluntularin kabul gérmiis referans kaynaklar ve dijital
veri tabanlariyla karsilastirilarak, calisma icerisinde bu buluntu toplulugu icin bir kronolojik cerceve
olusturulmustur. Sonuglar, amphora ve miihiirlii kulplarin biiyiik bir béliimtiniin, Rhodos’un ticari faali-
yetlerinin en yogun evresine denk gelen MO 2. yiizyila tarihlendigini géstermektedir. Bu makalenin
temel katkisi, mevcut akademik literatiirde yer almayan, bir ydnetici/eponym ile bir tiretici arasinda yeni
bir baglantinin énerilmesidir. Bu yeni baglanti, Rhodos’ta yer alan amphora tiretim at6lyelerinin organi-
zasyonu ve amphora iliretimini yoneten idari mekanizmalar hakkinda degerli bilgiler sunmaktadir.
Dahasi, bu ¢alisma yerel bir miize koleksiyonunu uluslararasi akademik camiaya sunarak, Hellenistik eko-
nominin daha detayli bir sekilde kavranmas: icin elzem olan kronolojik ve prosopografik cercevelerin
gelistirilmesine katki saglamaktadir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Miihiirlii Rhodos Amphoralari, Silifke Miizesi, Hellenistik Dénem, Rhodos-Kilikia
Ticareti
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Introduction

Amphorae, used by ancient people to meet their storage and transportation needs, have con-
sistently been integral to trade practices. Within the scope of commercial activities, particu-
larly with the increased circulation of goods, hence the production, during the Classical and
Hellenistic periods, new systems for control and identification emerged for the amphora-borne
trade. Among these systems, systematic amphora stamping stands out as a prominent practice.
Amphora stamps were employed by major production centers and adapted to their respective
traditions. During the Hellenistic Period, Rhodes emerged as the leading city in terms of the
highest percentage of stamped amphorae’. From the late 4™ century to the mid-1* century?,
Rhodes consistently applied stamps and, stamped amphora handles originated from Rhodes’
found across a wide geographical area, most notably in Alexandria®. As a significant production
and export hub, Rhodes’ relationships with recipient and consumer sites are better understood

through the evidence provided by amphora stamps’.

Rhodian amphora stamps are important artifacts in the study of ancient Mediterranean trade
and craftsmanship, offering insights into the economic, social, and administrative practices of
Rhodes, as well as the other centers which produced stamped amphorae. In Rhodes, stamps,
often bearing the names of fabricants, eponyms and months, served as markers of authenticity
and origin, as generally accepted in the scholarship, playing a crucial role in the regulation of
commerce and taxation. As is known, one handle of Rhodian amphorae bears the stamp of the

eponym®, while the other handle bears the stamp of the so-called fabricant’. The names of the

See Cankardes-Senol 2006 for the details about the system of amphora stamping through the Classical and
Hellenistic periods; also see Panagou 2010, mwv. IV for the further list of the centers producing stamped
amphorae.

All dates in the article are BCE. All photos, drawings and rubbings are done by the authors. Photos and
rubbings of the stamps are 1:1, while the photos and the drawings of the amphorae have been scaled down.
See also, www.amphoralex.org, as well as Cankardes-Senol 2015a; 2015b; 2016; 2017 for 259 eponym with their
8046 stamp dies; Cankardes-Senol 2023a; 2023b; 2024; 2025 for 449 fabricant with their 4683 stamp dies.

For the information about Rhodian amphorae see Senol 2018, 369-370; for the disappearance of the
stamping of the amphorae in the middle of the 1% century CE, see Alkag 2014, 213-229.

Significant contributions to the establishment of the Rhodian amphora stamp chronology can be listed as
Grace 1985; Empereur & Hesnard 1987; Empereur 1990, and Finkielsztejn 2001. Chronology proposed in
Finkielsztejn 2001, which is a foundational study for Rhodian amphora eponym dating, covering roughly
ca. 304 to the Augustan period, is generally accepted by the scholars; for the detailed list of eponym-
fabricant combinations see Cankardes-Senol 2017, 187-234, see recently Cankardes-Senol 2025. Further
refinements on the Finkielsztejn 2001 are done through the contributions of other scholar’s work,
significantly Palaczyk 2001, 319-329; Lund 2011, 271-290; Badoud 2015, 250-267. See Finkielsztejn 2021, 206-
208 tab. 11 for Finkielsztejn’s revisions about refining the absolute dates for eponyms he presented in
Finkielstejn 2001. Chronology proposed by Finkielsztejn 2001 is used in the present article. The dates given
in Badoud 2015 and Finkielstejn 2021 are mentioned in the related footnotes.

An eponym is known to be the priest of Helios in Rhodes; Grace 1948, 144; Cankardes-Senol et al. 2024, 67-68.
7 For a couple of examples see, Senol 2018, 374 no. 316, 375 fig. 316a-g; Diindar & Tatar 2024, 220 fig. 5a-c.


http://www.amphoralex.org/

A Group of Rhodian Stamped Amphorae and Amphora Stamps from Silifke Museum 69

eponym and fabricant found on the two handles of the same amphora form pairs, creating com-
binations. Identifying these pairs provides definitive evidence for understanding the combina-
tion for a given eponym and a fabricant®. Combinations help to determine during which year(s)
a fabricant was active, according to the eponym combinations, hence to know the career span
of the fabricant, while also giving the crucial data to calculate the yearly production of
amphora-borne commodities’. Therefore, the combinations obtained from intact amphorae
significantly contribute to the chronology of Rhodian amphora stamps, enabling the dating of
fabricants, determining how many years they were active, and to know the production capacity
in the year of a given eponym. In return, this allows for more accurate dating of the contexts

in which amphora stamps are found™.

Accordingly, amphora stamps preserved in various collections worldwide continue to be a focal
point for archaeological and historical inquiry, with addition of the amphora stamps coming
from excavations in the hopes of contributing to the scholar knowledge about the subject. In
this manner, ten Rhodian amphorae stamps, preserved in the Silifke Museum, acquired through
the gendarmerie or police officers, believed by museum authorities to have been recovered
from chamber tombs in the vicinity', have been examined from this perspective, with the
expectation that their study and publication could contribute meaningfully to the field of
amphora stamp studies. Notably, eight of these stamps are found on complete amphorae with
both handles preserved, and one of these amphorae reveals a previously unknown eponym-
fabricant pair'’. This combination, seen on the Inv. No. 763, attests the connection between the
eponym Opacvdapog and the fabricant Aiokog I. On Inv. No. 435, the stamps of eponym
‘AyAovuppotog and fabricant Mévwv II are present, a pairing previously suggested based on
stylistic similarity. This amphora is significant for confirming this previously proposed pair
through a fully preserved amphora with both stamped handles intact. Inv. No. 435 holds further
importance due to the presence of a new die of the eponym 'AyAovuppotog, with the month

name TuvOiog legible on the stamp. On one handle of Inv. No. 764, a circular stamp of eponym

®  Cankardes-Senol 2006, 109; Cankardes-Senol et al. 2024, 68.

°  Cankardes-Senol 2017, 187-280; Cankardes-Senol et al. 2022, 74-75; 2024, 68.

Chronology of the amphora stamps are more dependent on closed, undisturbed, reliable contexts. For the
introduction of the contexts that set the base for the Rhodian amphora stamps chronology see, Grace &
Savvatianou-Pétropoulakou 1970, 289-299; see the chart in Cankardes-Senol 2015a, 21 for the Rhodian
amphora stamp chronology, periods and related date ranges, prepared according to Finkielsztejn 2001, 196-
197 tab. 22.1-2; Grace 1974, 193-200; 1985, 42; 1986, 551-565; Grace & Savvatianou-Pétropoulakou 1970, 286;
Empereur 1990, 207; see also, Dobosz 2010, 100 for the table summarizing the contexts with the given dates.

"' Personal communication with the museum authorities by C. S. Harmandar.

» As stated by Grace “For pairs of Rhodian fabricant and eponym names, we are much more dependent on

physically joined pairs of handles (whole or repaired amphoras, or more or less fragmentary tops of

”

amphoras)...”, underlining the importance of the intact amphorae for the identification of Rhodian

eponym-fabricant pairs, Grace & Savvatianou-Pétropoulakou 1970, 289.
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Silifhe Museum Ine435

Fig. 1. Silifke Museum Inv. No. 435 (Photo and drawing by C. S. Harmandar)

Mavoaviag IT with the month name @gvdaioiog is readable, while the other handle bears possi-
bly the stamp of fabricant Aapokpdtng I. The stamps on the handles of another fully preserved
amphora, Inv. No. 762, are in a considerably poor condition; somewhat illegible. One of the
circular stamps on this amphora reads the name of eponym Zevégavtog I, though, regrettably,

the name of the fabricant on the other handle could not be identified.

The other two stamps preserved in the Silitke Museum, Inv. 2499-2500, are isolated handles, as
only the stamped handles have been preserved. Both handles feature eponym stamps, showing
the names of eponym 'ABavédotog and eponym 'Apxilaidag, respectively. The stamp of
‘ApxiAaidag helped in identifying a new die for his stamps. According to museum records, these

stamps were discovered during the Meydancikkale excavations.

Catalogue of Rhodian Amphora Stamps:

a) Complete Amphorae:

No. 1, Silifke Museum Inv. No. 435

Silifke Museum Inv. No. 435 (Fig. 1) is a complete amphora of a canonical Rhodian type, dated
to the late 3™ century and the first third of the 2™ century". The exact location where the
amphora was discovered near Silifke remains unknown, as it was brought to the museum by
the gendarmerie or police officers. However, it is highly probable that the amphora was found

in one of the chambered tombs in Seleucia as noted by the museum authorities. The rim of the

B Senol 2018, 376 no. 318.
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amphora is outcurved, displaying a rectangular form. Akin to the early amphorae of Period Ilc-
111d of the Rhodian amphora stamps chronology", the handles emerge from the long cylindrical
neck, rise slightly inclined in a straight manner, and then descend vertically to join the
amphora at the shoulder. The widest point of the ovoid body is at the shoulder. Below the shoul-
der, the amphora narrows toward the cylindrical base. The amphora can be dated to ca. 197,

thanks to the eponym stamp 'AyAoUuppotog found on one of its handles®.

Both handles of the amphora are stamped. The rectangular stamps are naming the eponym
"AyAovpPpotog and the fabricant Mévwv 11, whose combination had previously been suggested
through stylistic similarity. Inventory No. 435 is particularly noteworthy as it provides evidence
for a pair previously proposed through stylistic resemblance, with both handles intact on a com-
plete amphora. Stamp of ‘AyAovuBpotog with the month name ZpivOiog allows for the identifica-
tion of a new die. According to the Rhodian amphora stamp chronology, 'AyAoOuppotog, active

during Period Illa and dated to around 197", is associated not only with Mévwv II'” but also with

119 IZO

the fabricants 'Ayopava&'® and Zwkpdtnc I1'°. Fabricant Mévwv 11%°, besides his combination with

‘AylovupPportog, is stylistically linked to eponyms Apuocilag®, AapdBeuig?, OapoimoAig,
©e0dwpog 11, Osveavng 11, lactkpdtng, Mutiwv, Zevopdvng, and Zootpatog”. Based on the epo-
nym links, his period of activity is dated to ca. 209/205-ca. 189*. As noted above, the stamps pre-
sented here confirm the connection between the eponym ’AyAovufpotog and the fabricant

Mévwv 11 through this intact amphora.

Stamp No. 1a, rectangular, 3.7x1.7cm, inscription direction normal (left to right), three hori-

zontal inscription lines. RE-ATAOYMBPOTOZ-EMINOIOZ-NEW.
’Emi AyAovp-
Ppdtov

Tuwv[0]iov

" Lund 2019, 220 fig. 5.

¥ Cankardes-Senol 20154, 80.

1 Finkielstejn 2001, 192 tab. 19; previously Finkielsztejn revised the date to ca. 196; Finkielsztejn 2021, 207;
while Badoud tends to keep 'AyAovuPpotog at ca. 197, Badoud 2015, 256.

7" Finkielsztejn 2001, 104, 109.

% Cankardes-Senol 2015a, 74.

¥ Archaeological Museum of Lentini-Sicily, (J.-Y. Empereur Personal Archives); Cankardes-Senol 2015a, 74.

20

See Cankardes-Senol 2024, Mévwv 11 for the detailed analysis.
2 Cy. 477a-b; from the archives of V. Grace.

% Monakhov et al. 2022, 158, Rh.1; Monakhov & Kuznetsova 2023, 57 fig. 5, 2.
®  Finkielsztejn 2001, 104, 112 table 4, and p. 124 table 6.

#  Cankardes-Senol 2017, 231.
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Parallels: -

Stamp No. 1b, rectangular, 3.7x1.6¢cm, inscription direction normal (left to right), one horizon-

tal inscription line. RF-MENQN 02-001%.

M[év]wvog

Parallels: Cankardes-Senol 2024, 381 (Alex ABC 0386.09 (MGR P.27542))

No. 2, Silifke Museum Inv. No. 763

Silifke Museum Inv. No. 763 is a complete amphora, which both stamped handles are preserved
(Fig. 2). Morphologically, the amphora should be classified among the canonical amphorae of
Rhodes, dated to the late 3 century®. The rim of the amphora exhibits an outcurved rec-
tangular profile. The handles are long and cylindrical. According to the Rhodian amphora
stamp chronology, handle profile display is akin to the ones dated to Period II and the very
beginnings of the Period 111, emerging below the rim from the long cylindrical neck, rising to
reach its highest point at the turning point, and then descending to reattach the shoulder of
the amphora. The widest point of the ovoid body is the shoulder. Beginning from the shoulder,
the amphora narrows towards the cylindrical base. Silitke Museum Inv. No. 763 can be dated to

ca. 219-ca. 211 based on the eponym @pacidapog stamp on one of the handles?.

Both of the stamped handles are intact. The stamps are naming the eponym ©pacvdapog and
the fabricant Alokog I. The combination between eponym ©pactdapog and fabricant Alokog I
was previously unknown. Accordingly, Inv. No. 763 is of significant importance for its contri-
bution to Rhodian stamp chronology by presenting a new eponym-fabricant combination.

Furthermore, the stamp of eponym @pacvdapog on Inv. No. 763 is important as it was impressed

»  www.amphoralex.org.

% senol 2018, 376 no. 317.
¥ Cankardes-Senol 2017, 208.
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Siltke Musaum Inv. 753

Fig. 2. Silifke Museum Inv. No. 763 (Photo and Drawing by C. S. Harmandar)

with a previously unknown die. Eponym ©pac0dapog held office during Period I1b (ca. 219-210
/ ca. 224-206), a proposed dating for the eponym is ca. 219-211%. Previously, ©@pac0dapog is known
to have dated the amphorae of three fabricants”, Aiovoeiog II*°, Entyovog I*, @e0dwpog™, and

TmvOrp® and now Aiokog I must be added as a fifth name to this list.

As stated above, the other handle of the amphora bears the stamp of Alokog I, who was active
during Period IIb-c. In addition to the fabricant’s name, the stamp also includes a month name,
read as Tldvapog. The eponyms dating this fabricant are Apiotwvidag™, Zevéotpatog®,
Zevépavtog®, ZipuvAivog”, XapuokAng®, and now @pacvdapog. The stamps of A{okog I are

consistently rectangular in form™.

Finkielsztejn 2001, 191 tab. 18; Badoud places ®@pacidauog to ca. 215; see Badoud 2015, 255.
»  Cankardes-Senol 2015b, 258; 2017, 208.

" Doger 1997, 249.

' Nilsson 1909, 105.

** Finkielsztejn 2001, 99.

»  Cankardes-Senol 2025, 449.

* Chetverikov & Sinika 2009, 207 no. 1, 210, fig. 3. 1, 2.

*  Finkielsztejn 2001, 103.

*  Nicolaou 2005, 405 no. 1.

¥ Lawall 2007, 42-43 AH 29.

38

Information from the archives of V. Grace.
*  Cankardes-Senol 2024, 248 Alokoc 1.
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Stamp No. 2a, rectangular, 3.5 x 1.6cm, inscription direction normal (left to right), two hori-
zontal inscription lines. RE-OPAZYAAMOZ-022".

’Eml ©@pacu-

dduov

Parallels: -

Stamp No. 2b, rectangular, 3.4 x 1.6cm, inscription direction normal (left to right), two hori-

zontal insription lines. RF-AIZKOZ 01-[TANAMOZ-002*".
Mavauov

Aiokov

Parallels: www.amphoralex.org (Alex ABC 0261.29); cf. Pridik 1917, 25 no. 599.

No. 3, Silifke Museum Inv. No. 764

Silifke Museum Inv. No. 764 represents a nearly complete Rhodian canonical amphora, except
for its missing foot (Fig. 3). The morphological characteristics of this amphora indicate that its
chronological placement aligns closely with that of Silitke Museum Inv. No. 763. As with the
preceding amphora, the same classification is applicable to this one. The rim profile is out-
curved and displays a rectangular form, while the handles are long and cylindrical. In accord-
ance with the characteristic of the Period II and the early Period III, according to the Rhodian
amphora stamps chronology, the handles go off below the rim, from the long cylindrical neck,
reaching their highest point at the turn, and subsequently descend to connect with the
amphora at the shoulder. The ovoid body is widest at the shoulder, tapering thereafter toward

the foot, which is not preserved. The profile of these handles corresponds to Lund’s Form 1b,

* Personal comm. with G. Cankardes-Senol.

' Cf. RF-AIZKOZ 01-TTANAMOZ-005, Cankardes-Senol 2023b, 249.
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dated to the final two decades of the 3™ century®. Furthermore, the eponym named on the

stamp of this amphora, Mavoaviag 11, held office between approximately 203 and 199 further

agreeing with the datation.

-
Silifs M s I 764

Fig. 3. Silifke Museum Inv. No. 764 (Photo and Drawing by C. S. Harmandar)

Both handles of the amphora are stamped. Although the stamps preserved in a significantly

damaged state, they are somewhat readable. Following a challenging reading process, it has

been determined that the stamps of the eponym Mavedviag I and the fabricant Aapokpdtng I

are present on the amphora. The combination of this eponym-fabricant was already known®.

The eponym Tavedviag 11, who dates the amphora, held office during Period Iic, towards the

end of the period, approximately between 203 and 199*, according to the Rhodian amphora

stamp chronology. The known fabricant links of Havodviag II*° are ‘Aynoihac®, Ayopava&?,

Avagidag®, Aapokpdtng 1%, Atovioiog 117, ©@e0dwpog™, and KAetowuPpotidag™.

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

Lund 2019, 220fig. 4.

Badaliants 1980, 164. No photo is published nor a reason for the combination is stated in Badaliants 1980.
Finkielsztejn 2001, 191 tab. 18; also see Finkielsztejn 2021, 207, where Finkielsztejn updated the date of
Mavoedviag II to ca. 200. On the other hand, Badoud places Mavodviag IT to ca. 199, see Badoud 2015, 256.
Cankardes-Senol 2017, 210.

Lawall 2007, 43 AH 30; with reference to a stamp from Alexandria Benaki Collection.

Finkielsztejn 2001, 108 pl. VI no. 112.

Cankardes-Senol et al. 2004, 356 fig. 8.

Badaliants 1980, 164.

Cankardes-Senol 2000, 120 no. 546, fn. 546; Cankardes-Senol et al. 2004, 356 fn. 32.

Ariel 1988, 32-35 fig. 1, 8.

Rhodes, A 131, the archives of ].-Y. Empereur; Cankardes-Senol 2024, 196 note 128.
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The other handle bears the stamp of Aapokpdtng I, a fabricant who was active for a long period,
approximately 40 years. His career began in Period Iic and ended in Period Ille according to the
Rhodian amphora stamp chronology. The earliest eponym dating Aapokpdtng I's activity is

@evpavng I1, ca. 203-199, while the latest is 'Apiotwv 11, ca. 167/165. Other eponyms who date the

fabricant’s activity are, in alphabetical order, Ayéuayxog™, ABavidotog™, AivAtwp™, Aplotwy II°°

AaudOepic”, AopkvAidag®, Oeaidnrog”, KaAlikpdrtng 1%, KaAAwkpatidag 1%, KAéapxoc®,

KAevkpdtng 1%, KAedvopog 1%, Nikaocaydpag 1%, Mavoaviag 1%, Mpatogdvng®, Touuaxoc®,

Twdapoc®, Tipacaydpag’®, and d1AGdapog 117,

Stamp No. 3a, circular, R: 3.1 cm., inscription direction normal (left to right), one peripheral
inscription line, the letters are facing inwards, rose in the center, circle around the symbol,

month name is abbreviated, RE-TTAYXANIAY. 02-OEYAAIZIOZ-001.
[Emi Mo Juoavia ©sv[dai(ciov)]

rose

Parallels: www.amphoralex.org (Alex ABC 0192.22 (MGR P. 19716))

> Paris 1914, 322.

* Johrens 1999, 40, no. 94 and p. 53, no. 134; Finkielsztejn 2001, 117.

% Paphos, no. 26, the archives of ].-Y. Empereur; Cankardes-Senol 2023b, 66 note 36.
¢ Badaliants 1980, 164.

*” Cankardes-Senol 2015b, 38.

*®  Johrens 1999, 23 no. 34a-b; Sztetyllo 2010, 92 no. 78.

% Akamatis 2000, 66 no. P31.

% Gentili 1958, 34 no. 5.

' Grace & Savvatianou-Pétropoulakou 1970, 295.

Finkielsztejn 2001, 100, 108; Lawall 2007, 45 AH36.

®  Grace & Savvatianou-Pétropoulakou 1970, 295 Nicolaou 2005, 441 no. 145.
*  Getov 1988, 397 taf. 40, no. 3.

®  Grace & Savvatianou-Pétropoulakou 1970, 306, E15; Grace 1985, 45, no. 2; Empereur & Guimier-Sorbets
1986, 130; 561’101 2018, 382-383 no. 321, fig. 321.

%  Badaliants 1980, 164.

¥ Maiuri 1921-1922, 257-258.

% Grace & Savvatianou-Pétropoulakou 1970, 295.

®  Paphos, no. 23 (archives of J.-Y. Empereur); Cankardes-Senol 2023b, 66 note 36.
° Finkielsztejn 2018, 26 no. 26.

' Grace 1950, 145 no. 72-73.
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Stamp No. 3b, circular, 2.9, inscription direction normal (left to right), one peripheral inscrip-
tion line, the letters are facing inwards, rose in the center, circle around the inscription. RF-
AAMOKPATHY. 01-0417%,

[Aap]o[k]pd[tev]s vac.

rose

Parallels: Cankardes-Senol 2015b, 80.

No. 4, Silifke Museum Inv. No. 762

Silifke Museum Inv. No. 762 is, morphologically, contemporary with previous two amphorae
and, therefore, should be included in the same typological group. Silitke Museum Inv. No. 762
is a fully preserved Rhodian amphora which both of the stamped handles are intact (Fig. 4). The
oval-sectioned handles emerge from below the rim, rise from the long cylindrical neck, reach
their highest point at the turning point, and then descend to rejoin the amphora at the shoul-
der. The handles should be classified within the Form 1b of Lund according to their profile,
which is dated to the Period II-11I of the Rhodian amphora stamps chronology”. The widest
point of the ovoid body is the shoulder, and from this point, the amphora narrows toward the
base. The amphora should be dated to approximately 210 through the stamp of eponym
Zevoavtog 1. Zevogavtog I is known to be combined with the fabricants Atovooiog 11, Aiokog 1,

.

‘EAAGViKOG, ‘Emtiyovog [, @e0dwpog, and Mevekpdtng

The stamps on the handles of the amphora are quite illegible. The name of the fabricant could
not be read. The eponym’s name is partially preserved and has been read as Zevogpavtog I, while
the name of the month could not be determined. The year when Zevdgavtog I was in office is

given as ca. 210”. The fabricants dated by the eponym’, listed in alphabetical order, are

2 The stamp in question was also compared with the stamps of the fabricant ‘Inrnokpdtng. It bears a particular

resemblance to RF-IMITMOKPATHE-047. However, the reading of the eponym as HNavoaviag IT and the month
name as Ogvdaioiog required the possibility of ‘Inmokpdtng to be ruled out.
7 Lund 2019, 220 fig. 4.
*  Cankardes-Senol 2017, 198.
> Finkielsztejn 2001, 191, tab. 18. Zevdgavtoc I is not included in the updated list in Finkielsztejn 2021;
however, Badoud seems to agree with the dating to ca. 210; Badoud 2015, 256.

76 Cankardes-Senol 2017, 209.
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™ ™ ™ ™

Sl Muscum I 762

Fig. 4. Silitke Museum Inv. No. 762 (Photo and Drawings by C. S. Harmandar)
Atovioiog 117, Afokog 17, ‘EAAGvVikog”, "Entfyovog 1%, ©@e0dwpog®, and Mevekpdng 1%,
Stamp No. 4a, circular, 3.1 cm, inscription direction normal (left to right), one peripheral
inscription line, the letters are facing inwards, rose (?) in the center. RE-ZENO®ANTOX 01-
Month ?

[Eni] Z[evolpdvrolv ......... ]

rose (?)

Parallels: -

Stamp No. 4b, circular, 2.9 cm, inscription direction normal (left to right), one peripheral

77 Doger 1997, 249; Cankardes-Senol & Canoglu 2009, 138, B61.
’®  Nicolaou 2005, 405, no. 1.

”  Finkielsztejn 2001, 112 table 4.

% Finkielsztejn 2001, 112 table 4.

' Grace 1963, 326; Finkielsztejn 2001, 99.

8 Hannestad 1983, 71 no. 683-684.
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inscription line, the letters are facing inwards, rose (?) in the center.

b) Isolated Handles

Silifke Museum Inv. No. 2499 and 2500 are well-preserved isolated Rhodian amphora handles
with stamps. According to museum records, the stamped handles were discovered during the
excavations at Meydancikkale. Both stamps in question are eponym stamps. On Inv. No. 2499,
the stamp bears the name of eponym 'ABavddotog along with the month Tedayeitvuog; both
are given in genitive cases. Based on the Rhodian amphora stamp chronology, the year
‘ABavddotog held office is determined as ca. 170/168,% within Period 111d*. Considering the
profile of the handle, it should be classified under Lund’s Form 2a.* The fabricants whose
amphorae are dated by '’A@avédotog are AyaBorAfg IIT*, Apdvrac”, Avtipaxos®, Apioteidag

191

11”, 'Apiotwv®, Aapokpatng I, Zwihog™, Inmokpdtng™, Mapotac™, Zapaninwv®, and d1Aaiviog™

as listed by Cankardes-Senol”.

On Inv. No. 2500, the name of eponym 'ApxiAaidag is read written in genitive case. This stamp

¥ Finkielsztejn 2001, 192 tab. 19; the office 'ABav68otog is given to ca. 169 in the updated list, Finkielsztejn
2021, 207; on the other hand, Badoud (2015, 257) dates the eponym to 170.

#  Cankardes-Senol 2015a, 99; Cankardes-Senol 2017, 188.

¥ Lund 2019, 220 fig. 5.

¥ Grace 1949, 180; 1985, 10; Empereur & Guimier-Sorbets 1986, 130; Nicolaou 2005, 417 no. 58.

8 Grace 1950, 135, 141; 1985, 10; Buzoianu 1980, 121; Nicolaou & Empereur 1986, 516; Nicolaou 2005, 419 no. 70.

% von Gaertringen 1898, 233; Buzoianu 1980, 122-123; Grace 1985, 10.

¥ Cankardes-Senol 2015a, 99.

% Grace 1985, 10; Nicolaou 2005, 429, no. 117.

° Jhrens 1999, 40 no. 94 and p. 53, no. 134; Finkielsztejn 2001, 117.

%2 Cankardes-Senol 2015a, 99.

*  Johrens 1999, 53, no. 134; Finkielsztejn 2001, 117.

% Barker 2004, 80, 8; Nicolaou 2005, 424 no. 99.

*  Grace 1985, 10; Nicolaou 2005, 429 no. 118.

% von Gaertringen 1898, 233; Grace 1949, 180; 1950, 135, 141; 1985, 10; Nicolaou & Empereur 1986, 518 no. 4,
Buzoianu 1980, 122; Badaliants 1980, 163-64; Rhodes A234/MZX 456 (archives of ].-Y. Empereur); Cankardes-
Senol 2025, 276 note 240.

” Cankardes-Senol 2015a, 99; 2017, 188.
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does not include a month name, and the eponym’s name is incorrectly written on the stamp. On
the left side of the stamp, a Helios disc commonly used by the eponym is present. It is known that

eponym "ApxiAaidag was in office in the year ca. 165/163%, within Period Ille”. The fabricants

0

whose amphorae are dated by ApxiAaidag'® are AyabokAfig 11", 'Ayopavag'®, Audvtag'®,

105 1106 107

‘AprotokAfg 11", AapokAfig , Awplwv'”, Mapovag'®, and Nikaciwv'®. Examining the

profile of the handle of Inv. No. 2500, it is evident that the handle should be classified under Lund’s

, Alog

Form 2b group'®°.

Stamp No. 5, rectangular, 4.1 x 1.7cm, three horizontal inscription lines. RE-A@ANOAOTOZ-
TTEAATEITNYOZX-002.

’Emi 'Afa-

voddtov

Medayettvoou

Parallels: www.amphoralex.org (Alex MGR 646.44).

Stamp No. 6, rectangular, 4.6 x 1.14cm, inscription direction normal (left to right), two hori-
zontal inscription lines, a Helios disc on the left, frame around the inscription and device. RF-

APXIAAIAAZ-NEW.
disc of Helios ’Emi ‘Apx1-
Aa()da sic

% Finkielsztejn 2001, 162 tab. 19; in 2021 Finkielsztejn revises the date of 'ApxiAaidag as ca. 163; Finkielsztejn
2021, 207. In contrast, Badoud (2015, 257) accepts ca. 165 as the date of ApxtAaidac.

*  Cankardes-Senol 2017, 192.

19 Cankardes-Senol 2017, 192.

1" Nicolaou 2005, 422 no. 85.

102 Nicolaou 2005, 443 no. 149.

1% Cankardes-Senol 2015a, 531.

1% Grace 1949, 187 no. 4-5, pl. 20; 1985, 11; Grace & Savvatianou-Pétropoulakou 1970, 279, 291; Empereur &
Guimier-Sorbets 1986, 130; Johrens 2001, 376, abb. 6.1; 386, no. 35; Nicolaou 2005, 419.

%5 Bleckmann 1907, 31 no. 1.

1% Botti 1901, 225 no. 4.

1 Badoud 2010, 170.

1% Finkielsztejn 2001, 109.

1 Barker 2004, 82 amphora 16; Nicolaou 2005, 425 no. 107.

1 Lund 2019, 220 fig. 6.
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Parallels: -

Conclusion

Rhodian stamped amphorae in the Silitke Museum were focused, producing results expected to
contribute meaningfully to research on Rhodian amphora stamps. Notably, a new eponym-
fabricant pair was identified, along with previously undocumented stamp dies. Moreover, the
intact amphorae examined within the scope of this article are of particular importance for trac-
ing the year-by-year chronological development of Rhodian amphora production through
eponym stamps, as well as for further understanding the typology associated with specific

fabricants (Fig. 5).

Inv. No. Eponym Fabricant Date
Inv. No. 435 "AyAovpuppotog Mévwv I ca. 197
Inv. No. 763 ©@pacvdapog Aiokog I ca. 219-ca. 211
Inv. No. 764 Mavoeaviag 11 Aapoxpdtng I ca. 203-199
Inv. No. 762 EevopavTtog ? ca. 210

Fig. 5. Rhodian Eponym-Fabricant combinations seen on the intact amphoras from Silifke Museum

Of the ten amphora stamps discussed in this article, eight are on complete amphorae with both
stamped handles intact. Silitke Museum Inv. No. 435 (Stamp No. 1a-b), bearing the stamp of
‘Ayhovufpotog, who was in office within Period Illa (ca. 198-¢.190), is dated to ca. 197, and
specifically to the month of TpivBiog in that year, due to the inclusion of the month name. The
other handle of the amphora bears the stamp of fabricant Mévwv 1I, the later homonym among
the fabricants named Mévwv. The potential combination between eponym "AyAovuppotog and
fabricant Mévwv 11 had been previously suggested in studies based on stylistic similarities
observed in the dies of their stamps. However, it is through Silifke Museum Inv. No. 435 (Stamp
No. 1a-b) that this pair is observed for the first time on a fully preserved amphora with both
stamped handles intact, thereby providing definitive evidence to confirm the eponym-fabricant

combination.

Silifke Museum Inv. No. 763 (Stamp No. 2a-b) is a complete amphora with both handles intact,
both stamped. Precise chronology is achieved through the eponym @pactdapog stamp, which
dates the amphora to ca. 219-ca. 211, and, based on the month name Mdvapog indicated on the
fabricant Alokog I stamp on the other handle, specifically to the month of Ildvapog in that year.

This amphora’s stamps are significant for two reasons. Firstly, the eponym stamp is impressed
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with a previously unknown die, which means that a new stamp die of ®pac0dapog without a
month name is hereby documented. Secondly, this amphora establishes, for the first time, the
combination between eponym ©pacdauog and fabricant Aiokog I, thereby contributing a new
eponym-fabricant pair to the literature on Rhodian amphora stamps. It must be emphasized
that the identification of eponym-fabricant combinations is of great importance for the more
accurate analysis of Rhodian amphora stamps. Primarily, considering that eponyms served for
a single year, these combinations enable a more precise dating of fabricants. This, in turn,
allows for the tracking of a fabricant’s career, from its beginning to its end, and the
determination of the period during which the fabricant was active. For instance, in this case,
the activity of fabricant Alokog I is assigned to Period Ilb-c according to the Rhodian amphora
stamp chronology, based on his known associations with eponyms Apiotwvidag, Zevdotpatog,
Eevo@avtog, TipvAivog, and XapuokAng. Through this study, ©pactdapog has been added to
the list of associated eponyms, refining the fabricant’s activity period to a range of ca. 219-ca.
211 to ca. 204. The benefits of identifying eponym-fabricant pairs are equally critical when
viewed from the perspective of the eponym. Each identified fabricant combination enhances
the understanding of the production and trade capacity during a given eponym’s year in office,
thereby facilitating a year-by-year analysis of Rhodian commercial activities. Consequently,
amphora stamps, already a vital group of chronological markers, can be dated with greater

precision and within narrower timeframes.

Silifke Museum Inv. No. 764 (Stamp No. 3a-b) is another amphora examined within the scope of
this article. The amphora’s handle is within the Form 1b of Lund. The eponym Havcaviag 11,
whose name is legible with some difficulty, dates the amphora to ca. 203-ca. 199. The month
name further refines this dating, to ®evddoiog. On the other handle of the amphora, a stamp
without a month name belonging to the fabricant Aapoxpdtng I, whose combination with the

eponym IMavcaviag IT was previously known, is present.

Silifke Museum Inv. No. 762 (Stamp No. 4a-b) is a complete amphora with both handles stamped,
chronologically consistent with the three amphorae discussed above. The stamps on the han-
dles of this amphora are largely illegible. Only the eponym’s name could be deciphered,
enabling the dating of the amphora. The eponym dating the amphora is Zevépavtoc I, who held

office in ca. 210.

In summary, Silitke Museum Inv. Nos. 435, 762-764 are fully preserved Rhodian amphorae, each
with both handles stamped. These amphorae bear the stamps of eponyms 'AyAovuppotog,
©pacvdapog, Mavoaviag 11, and Zevégavtog I. The dates assigned to these eponyms are as
follows: 'AyAoOufpotog (Period Illa) at ca. 197, ®pactdauog (Period 1b) at ca. 219-ca. 211,
Mavoaviag IT (Period Iic) at ca. 203-ca. 199, and Zevégavtog I (Period IIb) at ca. 210. As evident,
these fully preserved Rhodian amphorae in the Silitke Museum, which are recovered from

nearby settlements, form a chronological group dated between ca. 215 and ca. 197, spanning
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Periods IIb to I1la, when examined through their eponym stamps. This observation underscores
the need to investigate the reasons behind the presence of Rhodian amphorae in Silifke and its

surrounding areas during this period."!

The final two stamps presented in this study, Silifke Museum Inv. Nos. 2499 (Stamp No. 5) and
2500 (Stamp No. 6), were recovered from the Meydancikkale excavations. Both stamps bear
eponym names. On Inv. No. 2499, the name of eponym 'ABavddotog and the month IMedayeitvuvog
are legible. The stamp was impressed using the die RE-AOANOAOTOZ-TIEAATEITNYOZ-002. The
eponym 'ABavédotog held office in Period IlId according to the Rhodian amphora stamp
chronology. His year in office is dated to ca. 170/168. On Inv. No. 2500, the name of eponym
‘ApxtAaidag is inscribed with an error, no month name is written. The stamp bears a Helios disc
on the left side. The eponym "Apyihaidag, dated within Period Ille according to the Rhodian
amphora stamp chronology, held office in ca. 165/163. Inv. No. 2500 is significant for enabling the
identification of a previously unknown die of eponym 'ApxiAaidag. The proximity in dating of
these two isolated handles from the Meydancikkale excavations, to ca. 170/168 and 165/163, is
significant. This dating indicates the necessity of a comparative analysis with other artifacts

unearthed at the Meydancikkale excavation site.

Index'"”

Rhodian Personal Names ‘ApxtAaidag, Stamp. No. 6, Rh. Ep.
‘AyAovuPpotog, Stamp No. 1a, Rh. ep. Rhodian Months

Mévwv II, Stamp No. 1b, Rh. fab. Tuvbiog, Stamp No. 1a.
@pacvdapog, Stamp No. 2a, Rh. ep. Mavapog, Stamp No. 2b.

Alokog I, Stamp No. 2b, Rh. fab. ®evdaiolog, Stamp No. 3a.
Mavodviag 11, Stamp No. 3a, Rh. ep. Medayeitvvog, Stamp No. 5.
Aapoxpdtng I, Stamp No. 3b, Rh. fab. Devices

Zevdavtog I, Stamp No. 4a, Rh. ep. Rose, Stamp No. 3a; 3b; 4a; 4b
’ABavddotog, Stamp. No. 5, Rh. Ep. Disc of Helios, Stamp No. 6.

" See Giilnar-Meydancikkale coins, group Vib: Attalos I and Eumenes II, dated ca. 225-¢.189/8 and associated
with a garrison, Planet 1991, 113; Davesne & le Rider 1989. Coins from the Patara-Tepecik settlement. For
the study identifying a Ptolemaic garrison, see Lenger & Diindar 2020, 37-70.

"2 The index includes personal names, devices and month names discussed in the article. The abbreviations

used in the index and their full versions are: Rh. Rhodes, ep. Eponym, fab. Fabricant.
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