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New Honorary Inscriptions from Termessos for Emperor Hadrianus and
His Wife Sabina

imparator Hadrianus ve Esi Sabina igin Termessos’tan Yeni Onurlandirma Yazitlari

Murat ARSLAN *  Nihal TUNER ONEN

Abstract: In this article, three new inscriptions discovered during the Termessos Surveys in 2018 are intro-
duced. Two of these document the emperor Hadrianus was honoured through erecting a statue by the
previously unknown Nanas and Konoas/Hekonoas(?) phylai of Termessos. The other inscription includes an
honorary statue made by the city and public councils for Hadrianus’ wife Sabina. While these inscriptions
contribute through adding two new phylai to the four phylai known to date in the city (Idalogbasis, Mer-
lastes, Maramotes and Orbles); and, they further strengthen the possibility that Emperor Hadrianus also
visited Termessos during his second eastern journey. Therefore, in this article, firstly, the phylai in the city
are examined in the context of these new inscriptions and a general analitical evaluation was carried out
together with these new phylai. Secondly, the possibility of the emperor and his wife Sabina visiting
Termessos are discussed, considering the honorary decisions taken by the surrounding cities along Hadria-
nus’ route of travel and the dedicated buildings, within the framework of the cities preparations for the
emperor’s visit.

Keywords: Termessos, Honorary, Hadrianus, Sabina, Nanas and Konoas/Hekonoas Phylai

Oz: Bu makalede, 2018 yili Termessos Yizey Arastirmalari sirasinda tespit edilmis t¢ yeni yazit deger-
lendirilmektedir. Bunlardan ikisi Termessos’a bagli daha 6nceden bilinmeyen Nanas ve Konoas/Hekonoas(?)
phyle’leritarafindan imparator Hadrianus’un heykeli dikilerek onurlandirildigini belgeler. Diger yazitise kent
ve halk meclislerinin Hadrianus’un esi Sabina icin yaptiklari heykel onurlandirmasini icerir. S6z konusu
yazitlar bir yandan kentte bugline kadar bilinen dort phyle’nin (ldalogbasis, Merlastes, Maramotes ve
Orbles) arasina iki yeni phyle’nin eklenmesine hizmet ederken; diger yandan imparator Hadrianus’un ikinci
Dogu Seyahati sirasinda Termessos kentine de ugramis olma ihtimalini giclendirmektedir. Bu sebeple ele
alinan makalede, yeni yazitlarin icerigi dogrultusunda ilk olarak kentteki phyle’ler incelenmis ve yeni
phyle’lerle iliskin bir analiz yapilmistir. Sonrasinda, Hadrianus’un seyahat glizergahi tzerinde yer alan gevre
kentlerin, imparatoru karsilamak icin giristikleri hazirliklar 6zelinde imparator ve ailesine ithafen aldiklari
onurlandirma kararlari ve ithaf yapilari géz 6nliinde tutularak imparator ile karisi Sabina’nin Termessos
kentini ziyaret etmis olma olasiliklari tartisiimistir.

Anahtar sézcikler: Termessos, Onurlandirma Yazitlari, Hadrianus, Sabina, Nanas ve Konoas/Hekonoas Phyle’leri
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The inscriptions discussed in this article were discovered during the epigraphic surveys conducted
in Termessos in 2018, These inscriptions are associated with the emperor Hadrianus and his wife
Sabina. The first two inscriptions include two previously unknown phylai from Termessos honour-
ing the emperor Hadrianus. The third inscription includes a statue raised in honour of his wife
Sabina. All three inscriptions were found near to each other and close to the cylindrical pedestals
(TAM 111/1 38, 39, 40) carrying honouring inscriptions of Hadrianus by different phylai (Fig. 1). As
is known, emperor Hadrianus organized two journeys to the provinces of the empire, the first
between 121-125 A.D. and the second in 128-1322. From both the honourings introduced in this
article and in other inscriptions related to Hadrianus, it is seen that the emperor had the title of
Olympios®. As it is known, this title was granted to emperor Hadrianus in 129 A.D*. It is understood
that the inscriptions in Termessos were prepared in case the emperor visited their city during the
course of his second journey. The southern coast of Anatolia was definitely included within the
route of Hadrianus’ second journey’. However, the route of the second journey, accompanied by
Sabina, after Antioch, which is known to have been visited in the spring of 131 A.D., cannot be
precisely followed. It is known that the emperor visited some of the leading metropolis cities of
Pamphylia and Lycia® like Side, Perge, Attaleia and Phaselis. On the other hand it is not clear
whether he went to the Pisidian cities from here’. The inscription on the architrave blocks of the
G Propylon at Termessos® indicate the Temple N7 (Artemis) was also dedicated to the emperor
Hadrianus®. The fact that a cult was founded and a temple was built in the city in honour of the
emperor and that he was honoured by statues which were erected by both the people of the city
and the council, as well as the phylai, together with these new inscriptions, strengthens the prob-
ability that Termessos was visited by Hadrianus?®.

1 Baz 2020, 93.

2 For these journeys and travel routes, see Diirr 1881, 99-276; Weber 1907; Halfman 1986, 188-210; Drager
2000; Mortensen 2004, 179-206; Kaya & Tasdoner 2016; Aksar 2019.

3 For other inscriptions, see TAM 11/1.10, 38-40; iplikcioglu et al. 1991, 9 no. 1

4 For the granting the title of Olympios to Hadrianus, see in details Birley 1997, 215-234; Witulski 2007, 109-

139. For the cities which uses the title Olympios for the Emperor, see. Magie 1950, 1478 ff. fn. 28; Bonisch-

Meyer 2021, 458-473.

M. Drager discusses based upon the inscriptions at Perge and Attaleia, as well as the phrase per Asiam et

insulas ad Ahaeam navigavit in Historia Augusta (SHA, Hadrianus XlII. 1) that after the emperor had inspected

Syria during his first journey, he returned by ship along the southern coast of Asia Minor and from there

passed through the Aegean Sea to the Province of Asia. For this discussion, see Drager 2000, 208-216; Cf.

Tuner-Onen 2013, 94-95.

& On this subject, see Tiiner-Onen 2013, 93-106.

Structures, statues and honourings dedicated to the emperor in addition to those from Termessos are known

from Sagalassos, Pogla and Kremna among the regional cities. On this subject see, Kaya & Tasdoner 2016,

502 ff.

TAM 111/1.10 (MS 129-138): AUtokpatopt Kaioapt, B0l Népou |a uiwv®, B[eol Tpaia] |vod | [MapBikol vid,

Tpaia] |v®d AdpL| [av® Zefaot® ma]|tpl matpidog, | ‘Ohuuniw [0 vewkodpoc] | Thic Ap| [téudog Tepunooewv

8] fuog.

°  Celgin 1997, 170-172, 180; iplikcioglu et al. 2007, 45 ff. fn. 1. About Hadrianus-(Artemis) Temple (N7) and

Propylon (G) in Termessos, see also Gllbay 2009, 149-151; 182-183. The propylon here is regarded as unu-

sual, forming the entrance gate to the temple, which is located behind it and was later associated with the

emperor Hadrianus.

For this subject cf. Celgin1997, 124. Also, for another dedication inscription found near the N5 Temple, see

iplikcioglu et al. 1991, 9 no. 1: [AUtokpdropt Klaloapt | [Tpatavd Adpliavd Se | [Baotd OAuuliw kol Be|[olg

10
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Fig. 1. Aerial Photograph of the Location of the Inscriptions

1. Nanas Phyle Honours Hadrianus by Erecting His Statue

A cylindrical statue base made of local limestone. It was discovered between the ruins of the Osbaras
Stoa (L2), approximately 5 m west of the main pathway that provides access to the theater (01) and
gymnasion (J). A large piece has been broken off from the left edge of the upper part of the pedestal
and, as a continuation, from the back. Also, a large piece is missing from the right side of the lower
edge. On the upper part (top) of the pedestal, there are two mortise holes for the statue, one small
and close to the left side according to the inscription, and the other large and towards the back. The
lower and upper edges of the cylindrical base have a protruding profile. On the upper and lower sides
of the body, there is a roughly processed and empty area at a certain height. An inscription in Greek
of 5 lines was carved on the smoothed surface of the area, which is in the middle of these areas,
separated by a light molding and which covers most of the body. The back of the body, which does
not have an inscription, was left unprocessed. With its defined form, this is included in the category
of pedestals of type A among the category of cylindrical pedestals of which Heberdey gave the drawing
(TAM111/1 tab ).

Inv. No: TER2018/32.
Coordinates: 36°58’58” N; Long: 30°27°50” E; Altitude: 1,020 m; Fallibility: approx. 10 m
Dimensions: H.: 118 cm; D.: Upper: 90 cm, Lower: (visible) 100 cm; L.H.: 1.3-3.5 cm.

£

AUTtokpatopa Nanas Phyle honoured

2 Kaioapa Tpatavov Emperor Caesar
‘Abplavov Zefoo- Traianus Hadrianus
4 TOV'OAU oV Augustus Olympios

Nava ¢uAn. (by erecting his statue).
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L. 5: Navac(Nom.); Nava(Gen.).

2. Konoas/Hekonoas(?)Phyle Honours Hadrianus by Erecting His Statue

Acylindrical statue base fragment made of local limestone. Like inscription number 1, it was found
among the ruins of the Stoa of Osbaras, about 10 m west of the main path that climbs to the
gymnasion and theatre. The lower part of the pedestal is visible, of the upper part more than half
is broken and lost. There are various cracks in the inscribed part of the body. Also, a piece of the
left side is broken off. The lower part of the pedestal has a protruding profile, and the pieces are
broken off from here include almost half of it. There is no mortise hole at the lower part (bottom).
Since the part of the pedestal containing the inscription is exposed, the inscription is quite worn
and the letters are difficult to read.

Inv. No: TER2018/33.
Coordinates: Lat: 36°58’58” N; Long: 30°27'50” E; Altitude: 1,020 m; Fallibility: approx. 10 m.

Dimensions: H.: 80cm; D.: lower: 83.5 cm;L.H.: 7.5-4.5 cm.

g

[AUToKpaTopa] Konoas/Hekonoas(?) Phyle

2 [Kaloapa] honoured
Tpaavov [Emperor Caesar]
4 Abplavov Xe- Traianus Hadrianus
Baotov'OADU- Augustus Olympios
6 mov f Kovoa (by erecting
UMA. his statue).

Line 6: Kovoag/Hkovooac(?)(Nom.); Kovoa/Hkovoa (Gen.). This name is here documented for the
first time. Considering that among the phyle names previously documented in Termessos, Mara-
motes (TAM Ill/1. 121) is inscribed with articulus, Merlastes (TAM 111/1.39) and Orbles (TAM 111/1.40)
without articulus, Idalogbasis both with and without articulus (TAM 1lI/1. 38), 57), the phyle name
here can be taken as r} Kovoa ¢uAr (Konoas phyle) or as'Hkovoa ¢uAn (Hekonoas phyle). The phylai
mentioned in both inscriptions were accepted as genetivus, since the names of the phyle in the
honours of the emperor Hadrianus were given in the genetivus casus in the city.

It is known that honorary statues were erected by phylai and dedicated inscriptions were
inscribed for Emperor Hadrianus in Perge and Claudioupolis (Bolu), in addition to Termessos®2.

' For Nanas nomenclature and the genetivus form, cf. Zgusta 1964, 348ff., 1013-10.
12| perge 1. 115: [AU]tokpdtopt Kaioapt | Tpatave ASplav® | ‘OAupriw 2eBactd | owthpt Tfg oikoupévng |
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Six inscriptions recording four different phyle names (Idalogbasis, Merlastes, Maramotes and
Orbles) have been discovered from Termessos to date. Three of these inscriptions are carved on
pedestals of similar shape to those here introduced, and have a similar content®3. The Idalogbasis
phyle, which honoured in the first inscription (TAM 111/1. 38), also honoured a woman named
Aurelia Artemis'®. While the name of the other phyle honouring Emperor Hadrianus is docu-
mented as Merlastes?®; the third honorary belongs to the Orbles phyle, whose name was also
found in a carved inscription in a single line on the lintel of a building formerly located to the east
of the heroon (M) in the southeast corner of the agora?®, definitively according to the oral state-
ment of AV Celgin, who revised the inscription (TAM 11I/1. 40) and made the necessary corrigen-
dum and addendum (unpublished). Another phyle known from the city is Maramotes'’. This phyle
honours the Apollonian priest M. Aur. Meidianus Platonianus Platon®. While Heberdey (TAM
111/1.114) thought that the MeAayL nomenclature given in dativus casus at the beginning of the
inscription including the honorary of M. Aurelius Meidianus Platonianus Varus by a shoemakers’
association at the beginning of the IlI™® century A.D., also belonged to a phyle®®; he argues that
Aeovtig in the last line of the honouring decision for M. Aur. Claudius Valianus Neon should not
be considered as a phyle name, but as the name of a small alley reaching to the agora, since it is
different?® compared to other phyle names?!. H. Brandt(1991, 276) accepts Leontis as phyle. It is
known in the decision of the Maramotes Phyle to honor the priest of Apollo, that this priest was
also archiphyletes. The naming of a member of phyle as archiphyletes has only been proven here.
R. Heberdey thinks that the official post here is at the head of each phyle and accepts it as a
concept synonymous in this respect with phylarkhes??. In addition, it is thought that the inscrip-
tions (TAM 111/1. 114; 864) belonging to the Orbles and Pelagi(os?) phylai indicate the structures

®uAn | Hoalotou; I.Perge |, 116: --—--- ®UAN Eppod; I.Klaudiupolis52: ayabiit tuxnu | Altokpatopa Kat|oapa
Beol Tpaia|vol Mapbikol ui|dv, Beol Népoua | ulwvov, Tpaiavov | Adplavov Zefac|tdv, apxlepea
LE | ylotov, Snpapyt| kfic é€ovoiag to | € nU', € Umatov 10 € V', € | matépa natpiboc | GuAnL ATOAAWVIC
| &vednkev.; L.Klaudiupolis 53: ayabfit tuxnu | Altokpatopt Kaioapt | Beod Tpaiavol MapBwkol | ui®, Beol
Népoua LiwvdL, Tpa |Lav@® AdSplavit ZeBaotdt | apxlepel peyiotw, Snuapxt|kfig é¢ouciag o nt', € Uma|tov
T0 V', € matpt natpidoc | dukn € efaot, ...

TAM 111/1.38: [A]Utokpdtopa | [Ka]ioapa Tpaiavov | [AS]plavov 2eBaao|[tov], [OAUumov | [I6a]AwyBactog
| [dUAIn; TAM 111/1.39: AUtokpdtopa | Kaicapa Tpaia |vov ASplavov | Zefactov, ONUU| oV | Mephaotou
| dUA[AR]; TAM 111/1.40: AUtokpdtopa | Kaioapa Tpaiavov | [ASplavov sepa]|ot[ov, ONOpmoy | [— — — —
— — —1 | [duAn].

TAM 111/1.57: AbpnAiav Aptepe[t]v @dav[toc] | [Elppaiou, pntépa Boul[fc], | ktiotplav kai yupvaciopyov]
| [e]ig Tov aid®va, yuvaika lepéw(g] | AmdAwvoc dua Biou Map(kou) Aup(niiou) | [M]elblavod MAatwviavoDd
MAatwvog, | ktiotou kal yupvaoiapyou, | N'1dakwyBaactog | duln. Also see Canali de Rossi 2007, 67 no. 37a.
L. Zgusta emphasizes that the phyle nomenclature here is in genetivus casus and gives its nominativus as
Idalogbasis. Zgusta 1964, 191 ff.; 451-457. W. Ruge (1914, 872) accepted I6aAwyBaclog as nominativus.

1> Zgusta 1964, 311; 904-2.

16 TAM 111/1.864: GUAFig | OpPAnTOC. Zgusta 1964, 379;1102-2.

17 Zgusta 1964, 296; 873-1.

18 TAM 111/1.121: tepéa AmoMwvog | St Blou Map(kov) Alp(AAov) | MetStovov Miatwviavov | Mdtwva, |
ktlotnv | kal yupvaciapyov | elgtov | at@va, |  Mapapotou | duAn | Tov apxLdUAETnY | kal GAOTOTPLY.
TAM 111/1.114: Nehayt. | lepéa Beds Pw|ung LeBaothic|kal Alog Tohupé|wg dua Blov Map(kov) | Aup(rAtov)
MelSlavov | OUdipov ol Katd | TtoALY TexveTtal| okUuTETS ToV (L] ov alTt®v eLepyETNy.

This difference is that all of the phyle designations documented in the city, including the new inscriptions,
are of a local character.

TAM 111/1.101: [apxlepéa)] To0 2eBaoctol |[eVoepi, Evblofov, Mdp(kov) Aup(AAtov) KA(aublov) | [OUaliavoy

13

14

19

20

21

NJéwva, matépa | [Map(kou) Aup(nAiou) KIA(audiou) Ovaitavol Newviavol|[....... oJug, apxlepéwg tol
YeBa|[otol, tol] mpwtou amo ai®voc|[i(epéwg) Tepunao(?)]ool, (epéwg) |HAlou S Blou, | [Mdp(kog)
AUp(nAlog)] MeAnoavdpog Epuaiou, | [tov dil]ov kat év mdotyv| [ebeplyétnv.| [— — (?)] Aeovtic. Heberdey

1934, 741, 761.

22 Heberdey 1934, 761. For authorized officers and management in the phylai, see also Kunnert 2012, 260-268.
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in which these phylai met and their ownership of property?.

Together with those documented in the new inscriptions, the number of phyle in Termessos
is increased to six. It is unclear whether the Pelagi(os) and Leontis nomenclatures correspond to
a phyle. Chr Marek (2002, 48-50) suggests that the phyle organizations in the cities of Asia Minor,
as “regional units” may have had a similar character to the demos system of Classical Athens,
based upon the inscription found in Claudioupolis that lists the 12 phylai and archons honouring
the emperor Septimius Severus through erecting a statue. Since all the inscriptions documented
for Termessos belong to the Roman Imperial Period, it is difficult to say anything about when such
a foundation was first established in the city?*. U. Kunnert (2012, 173) points out that there are
very few examples of naming phylai according to people who are not members of the city’s ruling
families, as in Termessos, and based upon the fact that the naming of the Idalogbasis phyle, doc-
umented through two inscriptions, had been used for at least a hundred years, he asserts that
ruler’s name of the phyle in the phyle naming cannot be mentioned. According to him, these
people should be among the euergetes of the city?®. This determination can also be accepted in
the inscriptions introduced here for the people named Nanas and Konoas/Hekonoas(?), who gave
their names to these phylai.

3. Sabina Augusta Honoured by a Statue

A cylindrical statue base made of local limestone. Like the other two finds, it was found among the
ruins of the Stoa of Osbaras, east of the main pathway climbing to the upper gymnasion and theatre.
About half of the pedestal is broken vertically and a large piece is missing from the top. There are large
mortise holes in the top and bottom. There is a deep slot in the shape of a horseshoe, which is under-
stood to have been made for a specific purpose, on the back side of the top.

Inv. No: TER2018/31.
Coordinates: Lat:36°58'58” N; Long: 30°27°50” E; Altitude: 1,020 m; Fallibility: app. 10 m.
Dimensions: H.: 221 cm; D.: Upper: 60 m, Lower: 79 cm; L.H: 4-4,5 cm.

& v If ‘ , ES -
8% ‘_ 3 > ': o
- 1 Iy
i

YaBeivav] Boule and demos
YeBaot[nyv] honoured
f Bou[An] Sabina Augusta

4 kal o 6f[upoc] (by erecting her statue).

23 Heberdey 1934, 747. Concerning the meeting areas of the phylai see also Kunnert 2012, 269-272.

However, considering that all of the nomenclatures are of local character, it can be thought that it is a foun-
dation predating the Imperial Period. On the Hellenistic Period urban institutions in Termessos, see Brandt
1992, 51 ff.

25 On the naming of phylai, see also Kunnert 2012, 234-256.

24
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The erection of this pedestal honoring Hadrianus’ wife Sabina should also be associated with the
emperor’s journey. There is no certain evidence that Sabina accompanied her husband on his first
journey to the East between 121 and 125 A.D?. However, it becomes certain from the poems?’
carved on the left foot of the statue of Memnon by the poet Balbilla?®, who accompanied them
in Thebai during his journey to Egypt in 130 A.D. that Sabina was with the emperor on his second
journey. Many cities on Hadrianus’ travel route had statues erected and honoured both the em-
peror and the women of the empire, regardless of whether they were visited by Hadrianus him-
self and his entourage. Apart from Sabina, Traianus’ wife Plotina, his sister Ulpia Marciana, his
niece and also Hadrianus’ mother-in-law Matidia and Hadrianus’ sister Domitia Paulina stand out
among the mentioned palace women honoured in connection with Hadrianus’ journeys. Hono-
raries for each of the women of the palace were found in Perge, Attaleia and Phaselis, in cities
close to Termessos?.

The inscription introduced here is the first inscription mentioning Sabina discovered at
Termessos. Sabina is mentioned with the title of ‘Augusta’ in this inscription. It is accepted that
Sabina was upgraded to this title in 128 A.D., when Hadrianus was described as pater patriae°.
While Sabina is mentioned as Augusta in the inscriptions of Attaleia®! and Magydos®, she was
described as Nea Hera Augusta at Phaselis®3, Patara®* and Tlos®.

As a result, the people of Termessos seem to have completed all kinds of preparations in case
the emperor would visit their city during his second journey, with the structures they dedicated
to the emperor Hadrianus and the honoraries they raised for both the emperor and his wife
Sabina. At the moment itis impossible to arrive at a certain conclusion as to if the emperor visited
Termessos or not. But it is highly probable.

26 Although Aelius Spartianus’ account about the unusual relations between Sabina and the praefectus praeto-

rio Gaius Septicius Clarus and the famous biographer Suetonius Tranquillus while Hadrian was in Britain
caused the inference that Sabina did not accompany the emperor on this journey, but was in Rome, it seems
highly unlikely that it continued in this way over five years.

27 Bernard 1960, No. 28-31.

28 Concerning Balbilla, court poet of Hadrianus, see Plant 2004, 151-154.

For the inscriptions in Perge that Plancia Magna dedicated to Emperor Traianus’ wife Plotina, his sister Ulpia

Marciana, and his niece Matidia, and Hadrianus’ wife Sabina, in connection with Hadrianus’ East Journey, see

I.Perge 1. 131 ff.; For the honorary of Domitia Paulina by loulia Sancta in Attaleia, see /GR Ill no. 773 and for

the honorary of Sabina (?) see SEG VI no. 649; For the dedications in Phaselis in the name of Plotina Augusta,

Sabina, Matidia and Domitia Paulina, see TAM Il 1190; Adak et al. 2005, 10 no. 7 and Tiner-Onen 2013, 97-

99.

30 Eck 1982, 217-229; Brennan 2018, 89 ff.

31 SEG VI 649: [eplacthv Z[apeivny ?].

32 Adak & Atvur 1999, 63: Z[eBlaotnv | Z[ap]etvav [1[o]uria | Z[&]vkTa.

** Tuner-Onen 2013, 97 no. 1: ZaBeivq véy |"Hpq vac. Zefalo] Tii].

3 TAM 11 412: 3aBelvn | ZeBaotfi | véa 'Hpa.

35 TAM 11 560: zaBeivn | 2eBaotii Ivea'Hpa | Oveia MporA[al | [klat Khavdiog | [GAajoutavoc.

29
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